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Prof. Dr. Eugen V. Niculescu
(1907 - 1992)

L.Rékosy

Having received a book and a letter from Prof. Niculescu at the beginning of
February, I answered back and was waiting for the confirmation of a few details from a
common paper on noctuid classification and philogeny. But in the meantime a journey to
Bucharest faced me with the ruthless news - | the death of Prof. NICULESCU.

For me Prof. Niculescu was not only a renowned lepidopterologist but also the man
who with kindness, modesty and high professionalism tought me and guided me to
scientific lepidopterology. We were bound by many years of learning, collaboration and
mutual sympathy. Prof. Niculescu know, better than anybody else, how to provide me and
others and then the Lepidopterological Society with books, magazines, reprints and his
entire knowledge in this field. All the letters I got from Prof. Niculescu (about 200)
comprise pieces of advice and suggestions, kind answers and observations that together are
worth more than a book, as they are the essence of a life long experience.

Although he was almost 85, his quick and bright mind was far from bearing the mark
of this advanced age. Maybe that is why I never quite accepted the thought that he might
unexpectedly pass away. .

On the 22-nd of February he presented to his distinguished wife, who had always
understood and helped him, the difficulties implied by a study on noctuids, which I had
suggested a week before. He was very interested in working on the classification and
philogeny of noctuids on account of their exoskeleton and genitalia. But on the night of
23/24 February he suffered from a cerebral attack followed by the paralysis of the right
arm and leg. He was prescribed a medical treatment that was to help him recover in four
days. But it did not happen this way. Being weak from the attack he was also affected by
a pneumonian which his organism could not fight back, and so, on 28-th of February at
11 o’clock p.m., Prof. Niculescu died leaving behind him not only a huge void in our
souls but also many unfinished projects and ideas. He was buried at the Military
Churchyard in Bucharest.

All those who were close to him, and mainly the lepidopterologists as he dedicated his
whole life and skill to them and to lepidopterology as a science, will never forget him.

But who was Prof. Niculescu ?

He was born on the 10-th of August 1907 at Baciu, where he attended primary school
and highschool. He then attended the Faculty of Nature Sciences in lasi. His interest in
insects and mainly in the morphology of lepidoptera started to crystallize in that period.
In 1946 he became assistant lecturer at the Zoology Department of the University in
Bucharest, and in 1947 he published the first bookissued in Romania on genitalia in
insects. After this publication several Romanian entomologists started considering details
on genitalia in their studies. His gift as an excelent specialistin morphology is also revealed
by his thesis "Morphological, biological and systematic approaches to the study of
Romanian Nymphalidae" which he presented for a PhD degree in 1948,
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Prof. Niculescu's main interest was that of imposing the morphology of genitalia and
thoracic exoskeleton as priorites among the criteria delimiting species and establishing
philogenetic relationship on a superspecific level. The papers on morphology and philogeny
are sided by brilliant original synthesis on speciation, criteria for delimiting species, where
he fought against the dissipating tendencies of his time. He proved and emphasized in
various papers the importance of the exoskeleton in the philogenetic approach to the
Lepidoptera, setting up his own classification where the order Lepidoptera is divided into
two suborders: Parasternia and Aparasternia, according to the presence or absence of the
parasternum.

Very active, always in search of the scientific truth, Prof. Niculescu published over
250 scientific papers centred around three main topics: morphology, philogeny-
classification and evolution (speciation). Among his representative papers mention should
be made of the five volumes published in the Fauna of Romania: Papilionidae (1962),
Pieridae (1963), Nymphalidae (1965), Aegeridae (1958), in co-operation with Popescu-
Gorj and Alexinschi, and Lepidoptera - general view (1970) in co-operation with Konig,
all much appreciated by Romanian and foreign specialists. Between 1972-1983 he
published in the bulletin of the Entomological Society from Mulhouse, a synthesis on the
genitalia in lepidoptera. This synthesis has been extremely well received by specialists and
amateur lepidopterologists, as it is the first and for the time being the only paper that
* brings to a common language a confused terminology.

His original ideas, the clarity of the text, as well as the rich and accurate illustration
account for the fact that Prof. Niculescu is considered to be one of the greatest
lepidopterologists in the world. He was member of several national and international
societies. The Hispano-Luso-American Society of Lepidopterology from Spain (Shilap)
considers him "uno de los mas destacodos lepidopteroldgos del Mundo” (Shilap,1974), also
assigning him as an honorary member. The magazine of this society (Shilap), has
published for the last ten years several of Prof. Niculescu’s syntheses, the fruitful result
of a life-long work and experience. Some of them are: Problemes de morphologie et
systematique dans la famille des Pieridae (1985-1986); L‘évolution de I'Ordre Lepidoptera
et ses lignes phyletiques sous-ordinales (1987); Recherches sur la morphologie et la
phylogenie des Cossoidea (Lepidoptera: Parasternia) (1988); Recherches morphologiques
et phylogénétiques sur les Bombycoidea (Lepidoptera: Parasternia) (1988); Sur les
caractéres morphologiques utilisés dans la taxonomie et la classification des Lepidopteres
(1989); L’evolution du sous-ordre Aparasternia, reflétée dans la structure de I’exosqueleie
(1989); La definition des taxons, opération indispenssable a la systématique des
lepidopteres (1989); Le genre Graphium SCOPOLI, 1777, morphologie, taxonomie et
classification (Lepidoptera: Papilionidae) (1991). :

Through his exactingness which he imposed to himself and to the others, Prof.
Niculescu watched over the scientific truth for a century, being always consistent to his
ideas. Until the very last days of his life Prof. Niculescu remained the same quick, keen,
clear and accurate mind.

The last years also brought him great satisfactions, since many of his ideas were
‘accepted and taken over in literature.

As a founding member of the Romanian Society of Lepidopterology, and then its first
honorary member, Prof. Niculescu contributed with might and main, i.e. advice, papers,
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donations of books, magazines and money, to the progress of the society.

Trough the great number of published works and mainly through their value, through
his ideas and his philogenetic approach to the Lepidoptera order, Prof. Niculescu is and
will remain a remarkable personality of Romanian and european entomology.

By his side , sharing his concerns and researches, stayed always his distinguished wife,
Prof. Lidia Niculescu, who supported and understand him like no one else.

Many, very many things can be written about Prof. Niculescu’s life and activity, but
no matter how hard one should try the void he has left by passing into eternity can never
be taken by anybody. Prof. Niculescu was different from all other lepidopterologists,as he
considered lepidopterology a fundamental science and applied its concepts to other fields
in zoology. This remarcable specialist and wonderful man will always be a great scientist
among lepidopterologists.

Romanian zoologists, entomologists and especially lepidopterologists have lost with
Prof. Niculescu one of the most representative zoologists, the best morphologist.

Through his work, and for these who know him personally through his spiritual
presence, Prof. Niculescu will live for ever.
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